
St Mark’s Lutheran Church Caloundra   
18 October 2020   Church @ Home 

 

We begin 
Light your candle 

 
 
 
 

Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day 
after day. 
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Song LHB 181 Abide o dearest Jesus OR Be Still  
181LH  Abide, O dearest Jesus 
 
Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
Among us with Thy grace, 
That Satan may not harm us, 
Nor we to sin give place. 
 
Abide, O dear Redeemer, 
Among us with Thy Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
True peace and joy afford. 
 
Abide with heavenly brightness 
Among us, precious light; 
Thy truth direct and keep us 
From error's gloomy night. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Abide with richest blessings 
Among us, bounteous Lord; 
Let us in grace and wisdom 
Grow daily through Thy Word. 
 
Abide with Thy protection 
Among us, Lord our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
And overcome at length. 
 
Abide, O faithful Saviour, 
Among us with Thy love; 
Grant steadfastness, and help 
us 
To reach our home above. 
 
Ach bleib mit deiner Gnade 
Josua Stegmann (1588-1632)  Tr. August Crull 
 

 

https://youtu.be/5rgaX5ydkUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zcHHp0GTuc


Psalm 96 
Psalm 96 leads us to praise the name of the one true God in a world 
filled with many false gods. Read it together in your household,  
 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song; 
    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
    but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendour and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 
 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, ‘The LORD reigns.’ 
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 
 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD 



 

Confession 
Lord we confess we have not always honoured, loved or trusted 

you more than anything else.  We have made false gods out of 

many things and been led astray by the gods of the nations.  

We turn away from them for they are only idols that cannot 

redeem us. (Silence for Confession) 

We ask for your mercy. In the name of Jesus forgive us, save us 

and renew our faith towards you and our love for others that we 

may praise you with a new song and proclaim your salvation 

day after day.  (pause for further reflection) 

Lord of all glory and strength, we thank you for Jesus who has taken 

upon himself the judgement we deserved. We thank you that we 

now stand covered in his righteousness for he is faithful and gave 

his life that we may live with you forever. Holy Spirit, be at work in 

our lives that we may proclaim his salvation day after day and serve 

with joy.  

Lord, we rest in your peace. Amen  

 
Bible Readings 
 
Open your Bible and read  
Isaiah 45:1-7 The Lord appoints King Cyrus of Persia to do his will 
 
Open your Bible and read:   
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Serving God in faith, hope, and love 
 

Family Activity: 
Play a game of simon says. Then have a discussion about ways in 
which we copy others in our lives in both good and bad ways.  
 
Talk about what it means to imitate Jesus and to be an example of 
Christian faith, hope and love to others.  

Gospel Reading 
Open your Bible and read:   
Matthew 22:15-22 The question about paying taxes 



 
or watch this Gospel presentation video 
https://safeYouTube.net/w/k22gb 
or at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJidrtIVG7o 
 

Household Project  
    

Find some coins in your home, notice what symbols or images are 
on the coins. Which is your favourite?  
 
Today in our gospel reading we heard Jesus say: ‘Give to the 
emperor (Caeser) what belongs to him and give to God what 
belongs to God.’   
Discuss: 
What belongs to earthly rulers? 
What belongs to God?  
 
One of the faith practices Christians exercise is the giving of an 
offering to the Lord as an act of worship. It might be the giving of 
time in service or the giving of a financial offering.  
 
If you have not yet done so, develop a regular pattern for setting 
aside what you will give as your offering to the Lord and determine 
how you will give it. Include each household member in the practice 
of giving (even very young children can be involved).   
 
If you are unable to bring your planned offering to your 
congregation’s public worship, consider using regular electronic 
giving:  
 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for bringing us into your kingdom.  
Make us obedient to earthly authorities,  
and above all to our heavenly Father. Amen. 

Sermon (LCA resources) 
Text:    Matthew 22:15-22    

 

Who likes paying taxes? Who thinks paying tax is good? 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/k22gb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJidrtIVG7o


Some of the biggest political questions today are: Who 

should pay taxes? How much should you pay? Who should 

decide how your tax money is spent and what it is spent on?  

If we had Jesus standing here today, and if I asked Jesus 

those questions, what would he say? And would you like the 

answers? It was a political question back then too, even 

more political than it is today. 

When you have an election you get a say in who gets our tax 

money, and how they might spend our tax money. The 

overseer of the government in 1st Century Palestine was a 

king, Herod Antipas. He wasn’t elected to this position but 

was the king because he had agreed to exercise his rule 

within the great Roman Empire. 

He would remain king as long as he toed their line, which 

included paying plenty of tax money to Rome. Herod 

exercised his authority with military might and the political will 

of the Roman government.  

So there was a lot of political feeling about this question 

about whether a good Jew should pay taxes to the Roman 

Emperor. If you paid your tax money you were supporting the 

enemy. If you didn’t pay your tax money you could be 

arrested for treason. 

The Pharisees were good politicians. They resented Jesus, 

because he was a threat to their petty power and religious 

status. They wanted to embarrass Jesus, discredit Jesus, 

keep him quiet, or get rid of him any way they could. They 

knew how to play the political games.  

First, they butter him up. Jesus, we know that you always tell 

the truth. And that you are impartial, because you don’t 

consider people’s status. 



And then they put the question. They know how to use a 

question that will force him to incriminate himself or to 

embarrass him in front of the people. 

They have made sure that they are in a crowd where there a 

lots of witnesses, including people who are opposed to the 

Romans. 

But they have also made sure that there are some 

supporters of King Herod there as well, who will report him if 

he says anything against the government. 

Their question: Is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor, or not? 

Jesus is not a politician, and he is not going to get sucked 

into their political games. 

First, he exposes their devious motives: You hypocrites, he 

calls them. Why are you trying to trap me? 

He knows that their respectful approach is just flattery. And 

he knows their question is meant to be a double-edged 

sword. 

Their question: Is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor,  

really means: is it right in God’s eyes, according to God’s 

will, in accordance with God’s commands of the Old 

Testament? 

But he knows that they are not really interested in God’s will, 

except in using God’s commands when they suit their own 

purposes. 

An astute politician would probably say: No comment. 

Or try to evade the question. So instead of beating around 

the bush with their question, he gives them a much bigger 

picture of life, of life in their community, and life in God’s 

world. 



He uses the question to teach the people a true God-

pleasing relationship to their society. And a true God-

pleasing relationship to God. 

He asks someone to show him a coin. They all had coins in 

their pockets or purses. You all have coins and notes in your 

pockets or bags or wallets. 

If you look at the coin, whose image is on the coin? Or the 

note? Queen Elizabeth, as symbolic head of state? 

Whose image was on those old coins? Whose name was 

written there? Emperor Tiberius!  

And that is significant. The government is responsible for 

pressing coins, and printing money. Can you print your own 

money? Governments tend to frown on people who print 

their own money. 

The government has the right to print money, and if you have 

the right to make coins that shows that you are the 

government. And the government has the responsibility of 

maintaining the value of money. 

If you have this money in your pockets, if you use this money 

for your daily life, then you have a responsibility to the 

government who provides the coins. Yes, you have a 

responsibility to pay your taxes. 

Money was a very important invention that allowed societies 

to grow and become more complex. Now you produce 

something or provide some service, and you earn money. 

And you use that money to buy something that someone 

else has produced. That is the basis of the very complex 

financial systems that we have today. 

But for Christians there is another dimension. Work is not 

just work – work is serving. Whatever you do, do it to glorify 

God, and to serve the needs of people. 



How can you serve people who are long way away, whose 

needs are beyond your ability to help? Money can be a way 

of reaching them, as you give for their welfare according to 

their needs, so that they can afford to get the help they need. 

This brings us back to taxes. What are taxes? You can think 

of taxes as a means of service. Taxes are the means of 

serving the community as a whole. Our taxes provide for our 

roads and our hospitals and our defence and our education. 

You are serving the people of your community, as together 

you are providing for your own needs. 

You are also providing for the needs of people in your 

community who do not have the means to provide for 

themselves. If you have needs, you may also be benefitting 

from those means. So your taxes are a way of sharing, 

according to needs. 

There are still always questions of how taxes should best be 

administered. But when you compare a community that has 

fair taxes, with a community that has no taxes, because it is 

has no effective government, then you can even be thankful 

for taxes. 

You may even be able to pay your taxes with a smile. And 

you may be able to dedicate your taxes - God use these 

taxes for the benefit of many people. 

So give back to the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. 

Pay the coins that have the image of the Emperor stamped 

onto it. 

But that is only half of Jesus’ answer. And pay to God what 

belongs to God.  

What belongs to God? We often think that this means give 

some of your money to the government and give some of 

your money to God. 



But I do not think that is what it means, and I do not think that 

is what Jesus intended. 

Pay to the Emperor, because the Emperors image is on your 

coins. Pay to God, what bears the image of God. 

Where do you find the image of God? Where do you look if 

you want to see the image of God? Look in a mirror. Look at 

yourself. 

Think back to the story of creation. God created the world, 

everything in the world, and every creature in the world. 

Then God created human beings. In the image of God he 

created them. Male and female he created them. God 

created us, as human beings, in his own image. 

What does that mean? It means that we are different to all of 

God’s other creatures. It means that God has put something 

of himself into us. Not in a physical sense, because God is 

beyond any physical image, but in a spiritual sense. God has 

breathed his Spirit of life into us. 

It means that God has created us to share in his creation, 

and to pass on his gift of life. It means that God has created 

us to share a relationship with himself. 

It means that God has given us a will to serve his will, to 

know and choose and do what is good and right and holy. It 

means that we have been created to live with God forever. 

But we know that we have sinned against our God. As a 

human race, and each of us individually, we have sinned 

against our God. 

Which means that this image of God in us has been spoiled. 

We have trouble seeing the image of God in one another. 

We have trouble seeing the image of God in ourselves. 



Our sinful selfishness gets in the way. It ruins this 

relationship with God. It blots out life the way it should be, 

the life that reflects the image of God. 

Our God has given us Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is God coming into our world. But now God is in a form 

that we can see, God with a real physical human presence. 

St Paul says that Jesus is the firstborn of all creation, the 

image of the invisible God. 

Jesus is God coming to us. And Jesus shows us what 

human life, our life, is, and what our life should be. 

Not only shows us. Jesus brings us back to God. Jesus 

overcomes our sin. Jesus restores our life. Jesus gives us 

God’s Spirit anew. Jesus gives us a whole new life,  

a life formed again according to the image of God. 

So where is the image of God? The image of God is in you. 

You have been created in the image of God. As Christians, 

you have been re-created by the salvation of Jesus Christ 

into the image of God. 

Now, pay to God what belongs to God. Pay to God, give to 

God, what has the image of God imprinted onto it. Give to 

God yourself. Give to God your own life. 

That is the challenge that Jesus gives. To receive our life as 

God’s precious gift, God’s precious gift given twice over. And 

then to give our live to him. Because we belong to him. 

To give our lives for serving him. For worshipping him. For 

loving him. To dedicate our lives as we trust him. And then to 

dedicate ourselves to serve as Jesus serves. 

With a deep love that reaches out to other people, in all their 

needs, a love that embraces them into the love of God. 

Jesus challenges us to see ourselves, and all of our lives, as 

an opportunity to live for our Lord, to serve and to give. 



Now, it is not just how much money do I think I should give? 

Yes, our money belongs to God too, the money that we 

present as an offering, but also all the money that we need 

and spend for every purpose. 

Now there is no room for silly political questions. Now there 

is just one question, one spiritual question. How can I best 

give myself to my God and Lord?  

Amen. 

 

The Apostles Creed  
Let’s speak our common faith out loud.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the 

Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

We Pray for Ourselves and the World 
 
 
At the end of these prayers, spend a moment praying for one 
another in turn, giving thanks to God for the ways he is at work in 
and through each person in your home. Pray also for any particular 
issues that you face. 
Loving God, thank you for claiming us as your holy people. Thank 

you for protecting us in our daily lives. Help us to obey and respect 

the governing authorities. But above all, lead us to honour and obey 



you, our Lord, and to serve you with all that you have given us:  

including our heart, soul and mind, and our time, talents and 

resources.  

 

Heavenly Father: bless, guide and keep us grounded firmly in your 

word. Give us the strength to stand firm on your word against all 

opposition or temptation to wonder from your paths. Keep our eyes 

from looking to worldly things for support, but only to you, the one 

who will never pass away!  

 

Send your spirit to guide all Christians in your paths. Give us love 

and compassion towards the people around us, and especially those 

in need. Send your hand to help people according to their need. 

Where there is hatred bring peace. Where there is injury bring life. 

Where there is dying bring comfort. Where there is suffering or 

illness bring hope. We especially pray for (insert names here). 

 

(Add your extra prayers one another here) 
 

Father, you are the true and living God. Continue to give us the 

strength to live as your servants, and to wait for the deliverance that 

you give us in the name of your Son Jesus. Amen    

Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen.  

Blessing  
Go in peace and serve the Lord.  And the blessing of Almighty God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. Amen  
 



We sing   LHB 377 Take my life and let it be OR Take my life 
377LH  Take my Life, and let it be 

Take my life, and let it be — 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my 
days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless 
praise. 
 
Take my hands, and let them 
move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only, for my king; 
Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from 
Thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt 
choose. 
 
Take my will, and make it 
Thine: 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart: it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure-store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) 

 

 

Annual General Meeting – 25 October 2020, Bombala Tce from 
9.15am 
Our St Mark’s Annual General Meeting will be held between services 
on 25 October to enable as many as possible to attend.  
Due to the current health crisis, the agenda, reports, budget and 
elections will be kept to the essentials for good order and a smooth 
meeting.  
Agenda, Minutes of AGM 2019, Pastor’s Report and Chairperson’s 
Report – Financial update, budget and audited reports are available. 
Retirements and Nominations - Due to personal, family and travel 
plans, the following positions are vacant as at our AGM 2020 and we 
are seeking nominations for the positions of: 
Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and extra member for the Mission 
and Vision Team. 
We thank God for the generosity of time and service that John 
Kleinig (Chairperson), Jenny Heirdsfield (Secretary), Bruce 
Heirdsfield (Vice Chairperson and Deacon) and Tracie Bucknall 
(Treasurer) have given to these positons for St Marks over several 

https://youtu.be/Gf11rReeWIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agROj9nTQP4


years. We are thankful for all who volunteer their time and energy on 
all our Teams and the many other ways they serve the future 
Mission and Ministry of St Marks. 
Would you please pray for new members to take up the role of these 
key positions. They are very important for the functioning of our 
congregation.  
You’re welcome to speak to me for further information.  
 
Prayers 
For our church family and friends: 
 Tracie Bucknall and family, Carl Voigt, Julie Martin, June Elsner, 

Daphne Smith, Helmet Schellein, Val Demnar, John and Fay 
Hupfeld, Darry and Joy Hill, Bev Hauser… 

 Our AGM and nominations for lead positions 
 Year 12 students undergoing exams this week and families and teaching 

staff 

 Year 4 Pacific Lutheran College students receiving a gift Bible from the 

College this week 

 Praise God for His grace in inviting us all to be a part of His kingdom. 

 Thank God for sending us Jesus to die for our forgiveness, and to make us 

ready and worthy to come to Him.  

 Thank God that we live in a country in which we can freely and openly 

worship Him and tell others about Him. 

 

Giving and supporting St Mark’s mission and ministry 

Required monthly (including manse)  $11,358 

Your gift provides a way to express gratitude, generosity, service, and care for 

one another through the ministries of St Marks.  

Thank you for your generosity. 

You can make an offering or gift at our in person worship or by: 

1.  Bank Transfer  to St Marks BSB 704 942  Account 54740 or if 

transferring from an LLL account the account number is 100378501 

2. Bank Transfer to  St Marks @ Pacific account: BSB: 704 942 Account 

116217 or if transferring from an LLL account the account number is 

100612210.   

Contact us if you need help with any of these. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmarkslutherancaloundra.net%2Fstmarkslutherancaloundranet-4&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd37e009f9fb840c7cca408d8347f8b10%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637317070018119234&sdata=MXskvIcko5UqrTWIPHjlJVqV0psMRrAacZ1HZSUoRRY%3D&reserved=0

